Topics for Thanksgiving and Prayer
‘I thank my God every time | remember you. In aji pnayers for all of
you, | always pray with joy because of your parsigp in the gospe
from the first day until now, being confident akthithat he who began
good work in you will carry it on until the day Ghrist Jesus”

Paul, to the Philippians, chapter 1 and verses 3-6.

Give thanks for the safe travels of Enoch and Bade the UK
and back to the Congo, and for Enoch’s recovem mkness
on his return.

Give thanks for the continued devoted efforts isidthy and hi
staff in Kabale, in the face of many difficulties.

Give thanks for the marvellous response from Uppsuters
and their friends and families to the recent Batyang
challenge on the Global Giving international webgisee
article) and pray for continued giving.

Timothy is currently looking for a suitable canalie to head the
Vocational Training College at AICM. Pray that smne might
soon be found for this key post.

The VTC is always struggling financially. Pray fmore UK
sponsors to offer student bursaries. Student &eesthe
mainstay of the VTC finances, and the fact thahsmy have
difficulties with fees is one of the reasons foe tinancial
problems.

Give thanks for the male and female extamsvorkers who
travel out to AICM's rural communities: that theyaynbe
encouraged by having regular and adequate pay.

Pray that God will bless the forthcomindyJuisit of five
trustees and eight new friends to Uganda,; for taempng, for
safety and that all involved will catch a visionvaiat God can
do through AICM. Thank you so much for your prayand
support.

Contacts

Treasurer: Canon John Tapper, Mill Cottage, Mill Lane, Sighurst,
Kent, TN17 2HX

Membership & Newsletter. Mike & Gill Henderson,

Tel: 01480 466101

General enquiries enquiries@aicm.org.uk
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AICM - An outworking of the love of Christ in South-West Uganda
(Some personal thoughts from Sue Townsend
Trustee of Friends of AICM).
Pictured on the next page are three of the se@M notice boards t
be found in Kabale and its surrounding area in I58\est Uganda.
They are a symbol of the outstretched, helping karidChrist amongsi
these very needy, lovely people.
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For me, they represent desperate need
challenge. Increasingly, reports from UK
- visitors to Kabale and visits to UK from
Kabale by Enoch, the founder Director, i
Timothy, the current Director, keep under-
lining the desperate funding requirements

of AICM in order to maintain its services at theremt level. In spite
this, it is an organisation that cannot stand stithe face of obvious
need, and so it is ever seeking to do more.
We hear that the VTC struggles to fund staff adegjuand facilities a
it caters for ever increasing demands from stude@isrrently, it is
seeking a new director and it needs to expandiitdibgs. We praise
God that Christian commitment and worship are etmdrits activities.
It is a challenge for us to provide for its contau
witness.
We praise God that AICM employs faithful
extension workers who travel by motorbike, bicyclegs
and even by foot, across rough terrain into ruradhs
to encourage and support in areas of health,
agriculture, handicrafts, dance, drama, income- §
generating projects such as bee keeping, and tmf;ephlble teachlng
But these extension workers have families, oftdereed families, and
are paid meagre salaries, often in arrears. Theyrguch as a service
to God, but AICM needs to pay them a better wage, that is a
challenge to us.
There are other activities, including the whole terabf the Batwa
(pigmy) re-settlement programme, which includesAh@M Batwa
community schools. The funding needs are constant.
I suppose I am puttlng these thoughts into wordmireffort to inspire
B A , you, our faithful readers, perhaps to
_ become a little more active; perhaps to
4 offer to help us here in the UK (the
trustees would value offers of help);
| perhaps to broadcast the work of AICM
amongst your friends, your church
fellowship or school (it would be great to
get more supporting churches and scr
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Notelets

We have recently produced some notelets, withdifferent pictures
on the front, as shown below. All have the titkeist a Note” above th
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picture (not shown), AICM information on the reand a faint,
attractive watermark inside that can be writtenrovehey are printed
on good quality card and a pack of assorted fivelbmaobtained, or at
least ordered from any trustee for £3.50. Evefhtubky will be
available on the website, but in case of difficuttgn be ordered now
directly from me (“membership” phone number on refanewsletter,
or by email, if you received the newsletter by tim&ans). Postage
will vary, but for the UK until told otherwise, wibe 30p for one set,
75p for five sets and £1 for ten sets. They cénparse, be bought in

any quantity. Those postage costs are only farideg

AICM'’s New Field Coordinator

Proudly astride the AICM motor bike
(purchased by the Friends) is Richard, the
new field coordinator at AICM. He is the
replacement for Doreen, whom some of
will remember - she left AICM when she

gave birth to twins. Richard is an able, _
energetic, young man, and a university graduateswliiavourite food

is yoghurt! He has overall charge of the workhe tommunities,
which is a huge responsibility. It means he ovessihe extension
workers who travel out into the various rural areeasl regularly visits
them himself. His areas of work cover health, agture, education,
bee keeping; the list could go on. It is an onefjobdor a young man.
Please pray for him, that his daily walk with Gagtains him and
protects him. He has recently been ill with malabiat is returning to
strength. He and the extension workers reprekentain core of the
work of AICM. 7




Global Giving

The Challenge

and BEYOND
At the beginning of April, the
Friends of AICM secured a
provisional place on the UK site

of the international charitable giving site, glajiging.co.uk. This site
raises the profile of many small charities by givthem a much wider
audience. It is secure and well managed. In ordeachieve a
permanent place on the site, Global Giving requusdo raise a
minimum of £1000 from 50 unique sponsors duringilAgdur initial
project was to raise funds to aid the primary etlanaof Batwa
children in our two schools at Rwamahano and Maodbi We knew
from Timothy that AICM had insufficient funds toquide school
lunches and other essential materials like schnibbrm and materials
Also, they struggle to fund the teachers’ salasied teacher training.
That is why we chose the “Pygmy Education” projatfe are so
thankful to the many who responded to our requesggve in so short
time, and we praise God that we did meet and exiteedhallenge by
ultimately raising more than

£1500! These funds will make

all the difference in the world to

a marginalised group who have

nothing. So we now have a

permanent place, and our work

is only just beginning! This

project has a way to go to meet

its target - another £4000 or so.

This will preserve these children’s education féeva years and we
shall, in time, be adding other projects.

So, please continue to visit the site and broadtdstas many as
possible. It has a link to our own website, so wpehmany will visit
that also and learn more about our work. This w&llifolk about lots of
other ways to give. We are aware that giving féeva can become a
burden, and so the more who become aware of thie @#gkICM, the
better it will be, as God's work in Kabale and beyaloes depend very
much on adequate funding.

on board); perhaps to go out and see for yourgethaps, | pray, to
commit yourself to regular prayer and giving.

Recently, | have re-read a book by Tim Chesteormér director of
Tear Fund, called “Good News for the Poor”. | elegth a quote from
this which | pray will inspire:

“We cannot eradicate poverty within history. Marfyoar
achievements are reversed and undone. But stilave an obligation
to care for the poor as we reflect the characteGod, live under the
reign of God and respond to the grace of God. Rmoation will be
central to Christian involvement with the poor, aese the greatest
need of the poor - along with all people - is toreeonciled with God
through the gospel. But the message we proclalmess understood in
the context of loving actions and loving commutity.

Further information can be obtained from our webgitvw.aicm.org.uk
Contact addresses can be found there, or you camaato
colin@ctownsend52.orangehome.co.uk.

Some of our readers may remember that
among the AICM alternative gifts last
year were bee hives. You will be pleased
to know that they have been placed in the
forest by the Kireba Bee Keepers
Association. These are woman, pictured above, fsoeof the rural
communities served by AICM and are seeking to shee keeping as
a means of income generation. These new hives great improve-
ment on their old ones, but these woman are stillged of further
equipment, more bees, and some training in orderaitage the bees
correctly and produce honey efficiently. We areently asking the
team in Kabale to report back to us with speciéeds for this project
as we mean to send more funding in the near futdre.there any bee
keepers out there interested in visiting Kaba
to offer help? Do please let us know.

= Any honey S
for tea? K\



Please!

With every newsletter issue, on average, four esvaag returned and
two to three envelopes. The emails aren’t too nitmbible to sort out
because we usually have telephone numbers, butahadresses are
difficult, with few links to investigate. Would ewone remember to
inform us of any change of address, both normaleamdlil.

Whilst on the subject of emails, it has been somary since we
checked on everyone’s details and there are prglmabie of you using
email now that we are aware of. We send out thesletter to
approximately half of you by that means now andatgave costs by
increasing that ratio. Your address can be sem$ mply by emailin
henderson_michael@sky.com Thank you all.

Forthcoming Trips to Kabale

July will see the departure of
five trustees and eight new
supporters as they fly off to
Uganda. They intend to
explore some of the
country’s beautiful scenery
and wildlife and also to
spend about a week visiting
some of AICM’s projects.
We wish them well and look
forward to some interesting
stories when they return.

Rydal Penrhos School visit to AICM

In the same period, but as a separate ventureaRthiAnne Simpson,
who are long-standing friends of AICM, are leadagarty of four
sixth-form pupils and three other staff from hibsol to Uganda this
summer. They will be spending a few days in Kalfam 16-19 July
to see the VTC and other aspects of AICM’s work

Rydal Penrhos is an independent boarding schaaltsitl at Colwyn
Bay on the North Wales coast and has a Methodistdbhifoundation.
This visit is part of their World AIMS (Action in EBthodist Schools)
programme in partnership with the Methodist Rediefl Development.
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The group will also be visiting an MRDF

funded rural development project near

Mbarara and some schools in Mbarara. Phil

and his school chaplain Rev Keith

Tewkesbury went to Uganda last February

on a fact-finding tour and made the links

with the schools through the British Council. ThenMay 2008
Timothy was able to spend a couple of days at Rigdarhos meeting
pupils and staff.

Since the autumn, pupils and staff at Rydal Penhiaee been raising
money in different ways (including cake and crafes, a fancy-dress
day with a circus theme, selling Christmas cardsl) lzave achieved a
total of nearly £2,000 to donate to AICM, RUHEPAh&€ MRDF
sponsored project) and the schools in Mbararadditian to raising the
costs of the trip (approximately £1,400 each).

Rydal Penrhos is really hoping that these linkiwlganda, including
AICM, will grow in strength as a result of this y&avisit and that such
visits will become a regular two-yearly event.

Craft Items for Sale

As part of the ongoing efforts of
AICM in Uganda and The Frien
of AICM to establish sustainable
income generating activities, a

number of craft items made by the Ihunga Womenzu@s have been

imported to the UK and went on sale to staff at @rarities Aid

Foundation recently. A total in excess of £370 vaased which will be

used to purchase and ship more goods to the UkelAissvproviding al

injection of £200 to assist the Ihunga Women'’s

Groups. This is an ongoing initiative that can

only benefit from greater involvement from

supporters of The Friends of AICM. If you are

interested and able to organise a sale of craft

goods, or have contacts with wholesale or retalil

outlets that would be interested in stocking these

items, contact us at enquiries@aicm.org.uk.
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